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Rationale:

Design and Technology prepares children to participate in a world of rapidly changing technologies.  It calls for children to become autonomous and creative problem solvers, as individuals and members of teams.  Design and Technology enables children to:
· Understand how design and technology affects our lives;

· Contribute to the use and development of technology in our society through informed participation;

· Relate personal experiences to the work of commerce and industry.
Aims:

1. To deliver the National Curriculum and the curriculum for the EYFS
2. To provide equal opportunities for all children to think creatively

3. To ensure equality of access and opportunity for all children 

4. To enable pupils to develop, plan and communicate ideas effectively

5. To develop the children’s ability to work appropriately and safely with a range of tools, equipment, materials and components, including ICT

6. To provide opportunities for children to evaluate a wide range of processes and products

7. To develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of a wide range of materials and components

8. To develop the children’s ability to design and make a variety of products in response to problems, opportunities and needs

9. To provide opportunities for children to work independently and as part of a team.
Guidelines:

1. When planning, we refer to the National Curriculum Programmes of Study, the school’s own guidance document and EYFS guidance.
2. The school’s own document gives guidance on progression in designing and making and knowledge and understanding.
3. The design and technology subject leader is available to support teachers during planning and in identifying any areas for staff development. The subject leader monitors learning and teaching and oversees the management of resources.
4. All children are given equal access and opportunities in Design and Technology
5. Children’s planning sheets are used to provide both a structure for working and for the teacher to monitor and assess progress.

6. Children are given opportunities to work independently and in groups. They are encouraged to evaluate their own work and the work of others.

7. Activities build on previous experiences and draw on the children’s knowledge and skills from all other curriculum areas.
8. The school’s guidance document includes specific guidance on health and safety.  We also refer to ‘MAKE IT SAFE’, a copy of which is located in the staffroom.

9. Tools and resources are located in a central resource area.  The range of materials available includes stiff and flexible sheet materials, wood, clay, textiles, food, electrical and mechanical components and construction kits.  
