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In conformity with the requirements of the Education Reform Act 1988, it is the policy of the Governing Body:

· To make a broad programme of activities and trips accessible to as many pupils as possible

· To establish and maintain a fair and coherent system of charges within the constraints of the school budget, seeking to ensure that no child should have their access to the curriculum limited by charges.

· To ensure that there is a clear distinction in charging between Curriculum and Non Curriculum activities.

· To ensure that all contributions that are requested from parents and carers are used to fund the activity for which they are requested.

Day Visits and Events
When a visit is proposed during the normal school day, contributions will be requested to cover, but not exceed, the cost of the visit. These contributions are voluntary and will be entirely used to fund the activity for which they are requested.  No child may be excluded because of inability to pay but the school is entitled to cancel the visit if the level of contributions does not meet its budgetary requirements. 

Residential Visits
When a residential visit is planned, the school will charge the parents or carers the cost of board and lodging.  For costs other than board and lodging, a voluntary contribution will also be requested and will be entirely used to fund the activity. No child may be excluded because of inability to pay but the school is entitled to cancel the visit if the level of contributions does not meet its budgetary requirements. 

General Lesson Costs

The school is entitled, in certain circumstances, to levy a charge in respect of practical subjects, for full or partial cost of materials and ingredients if parents or carers have indicated in advance that they wish to own the finished product. 
Music Tuition

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.

There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the National Curriculum. 

Non Curriculum visits and after school activities

The school will levy a charge for educational visits and after school clubs which are not part of the National Curriculum, statutory religious education or in preparation for a prescribed public examination. The school reserves the right to cancel the visit or club if there are insufficient pupils to make it viable. In these circumstances a full refund will be given.

School Property

The school may charge parents for damage to or loss of school property caused wilfully or negligently by their children.

Private Lettings

The school may charge for private lettings using the scale of charges as set out for directed community use of school premises by the Local Authority, to include VAT where appropriate. 

Free Entitlement for Nursery Places 

All three and four year olds are entitled to 15 hours of free nursery education. Parents can choose to use all of this free provision with us, split it with another nursery setting or use it all at another provider. 

However if they claim either all the free entitlement with another provider, or split it with us and attend more sessions over the 15 hours, then parents will be charged for those sessions. The current rate agreed by the Governing Body is £4.10 per hour and we will provide parents with a half-termly invoice that shows the nursery fees and the period for which they apply. 
The Governing Body will review and implement any price increases on an annual basis with fee increases taking effect from 1st September. They will provide one half term’s notice of any fee increase or changes to the ways that fees are calculated. All of this information is clearly indicated on the Parental Agreement Form which parents complete prior to their child starting in the nursery and it forms the legal agreement they have with us.

Sports Funding

Outside providers will charge parents for clubs held on the school premises. The school will also use its sports funding to subsidise the cost of these paid for clubs to help reduce the cost in order to try and increase accessibility and uptake. The school may also offer several free places at each club to those in receipt of Pupil Premium funding or to encourage participation for those children who do not usually attend after school sports clubs. These free places are targeted places and provided on a first come, first served basis. The school will also fully subsidise lunchtime clubs to promote maximum participation. 
Statutory Remission
Where the school is entitled to make a charge, this element is repaid to those parents and carers who are in receipt of either:-

· income support 

· income-based job seeker's allowance 

· income-related employment and support allowance 

· child tax credit with an income of less than the current agreed maximum amount and not in receipt of working tax credit 

· support under part VI of the immigration and asylum act 1999 

· guarantee element of state pension credit
Administration Charge

In certain circumstances we reserve the right to levy a fee for the costs incurred preparing reports, administrative duties, postage etc.
The Charging and Remissions Policy is correct as of the 4th July 2017 and will be reviewed at regular intervals and charges may be adjusted as a result of that review. 
