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Rationale:
Art and Design stimulates creativity and imagination.  It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world.  Understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts have the power to enrich our personal and public lives.

Aims:

· To deliver the National Curriculum.

· To stimulate children’s creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory experiences.

· To encourage children to understand and respond to the world around them.

· To develop children’s understanding of the visual and tactile elements of line, tone, colour, pattern, texture, shape, form and space, together with their ability to use processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings.

· To encourage children to explore ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers.  To help them to learn about the different roles of artists and artisans and about the function of art, craft and design in their own lives and from different times and cultures.

· To help children to make thoughtful judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions about their work and to influence their surroundings.

Guidelines:

1. Our planning for Art and Design is based on the programmes of study prescribed in The National Curriculum along with the Early Years Foundation curriculum.  These form the basis of the curriculum and are planned for using our school’s scheme of work as a starting point.

2. Our scheme of work ensures progression in the learning of the visual and tactile elements.  Activities that cover these progressive elements are identified in bold print and are adhered to.

3. Art and Design is mostly taught through our creative cross-curricular approach, although there may also be occasions when teachers identify the need to teach aspects as a discrete subject.

4. Teachers use a wide range of teaching styles appropriate to the intended learning outcomes and ensure children have opportunities to work independently and collaboratively.

5. Children use a wide range of materials and techniques, working in two and three dimensions and to a variety of scales. 

6. In KS2 children are encouraged to use sketchbooks to formulate their ideas and gather resources.

7. Children are given opportunities to appreciate and value the work of other artists of different times and cultures.

8. Children are given opportunities to review and evaluate their own and others’ work and are encouraged to make informed judgements.

9. All children are given equal access and opportunities in Art and Design.

10. Teachers ensure that all materials and tools are used safely – refer to ‘Keep it Safe’ (available in the staffroom).

11. A basic range of materials and tools is available in each classroom, with additional resources stored centrally.  

12. Teachers encourage children to use resources economically, including   recycling of materials when practicable.

13. Display is valued as an aid for developing children’s visual awareness, stimulating their creativity and celebrating their achievements.

14. The art co-ordinator supports teachers during planning, delivery and assessment.  The co-ordinator works alongside the Headteacher to monitor and evaluate teaching and progress. They identify professional development needs and deliver school based training for all staff.
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